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People are surprised to learn that the elements in the Rite of 
Confirmation have been a part of the Church from the very 
beginning. When Saints Peter and John (who as members of the 
Twelve Apostles become the first episcopoi, or overseers, 
otherwise called bishops) traveled from Jerusalem to Samaria to 
support Jesus’ followers there, they found that even though the 
Christian Samaritans had been baptized in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit had not yet descended upon them. They 
prayed, and then laid their hands on the believers “and they 
received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17).” In this way, the laying on of
hands can be thought of as the completion of a person’s initiation 
into the Body of Christ that begins with Baptism.

In fact, in the Early Church, Baptism, Confirmation, and the 
Eucharist were inextricably bound together as the way a person 
was initiated into it. According to The Apostolic Tradition, a text 
written in Rome around 215 A.D., a person participated in these 
sacraments at the end of a three-year period of personal 
mentoring and spiritual discernment. A few weeks before Easter, 
those who wanted to become members of the Church were 
instructed in the stories of the Gospels—before then, they had not
even been taught the Lord’s Prayer. On Maundy Thursday (the 
Thursday of Holy Week before Easter), the candidates entered a 
period of prayer and fasting. On the night of Holy Saturday, they 
would hear readings from the Old Testament that anticipated the 
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arrival of Christ and His work. Finally, as the sun rose on Easter Day, the Bishop examined the 
candidates with questions about their faith in Christ that followed the form of the Apostles’ Creed 
and then submerged them into a pool of water three times. They were then dressed in a new robe
and presented to the Bishop who laid his hands on them and marked the Hebrew letter “Tau” 
(representing the unspeakable Name of God) on their forehead with consecrated oil. Those newly
baptized and confirmed persons then joined the community in offering the prayers of the people 
and presented the oblations (the bread and the wine) for their first Communion. 

According to Marion Hatchett, a scholar of the history of Christian worship:

[This] experience of initiation was so traumatic that those who experienced it felt
that they had died and been raised, that they had been reborn, that the ones 
with whom they now had most in common were those who had undergone the 
same initiation. An old baptistery inscription reads: “Nothing can separate those 
who are reborn. They are one: one baptism, one Spirit, one faith, one God and 
Father.”[1]

Over the next fifteen centuries in the Christian West, the rituals and preparations for Christian 
initiation changed in response to local circumstances. The Eastern Church did not change their 
practice: to this day, for example, Russian Orthodox infants are immersed in water, anointed with 
oil, and then are given a spoonful of the consecrated Bread and Wine. As the Faith spread over vast
territories, bishops increasingly delegated sacramental and administrative authority to presbyters
(the word that is the origin of “priest”) with two exceptions: the sacraments of confirmation and of
ordination, suggesting a link between the two. Priests baptized and celebrated the Holy 
Communion as representatives of their bishop, and the bishop would travel among the 
congregations committed to his care to “lay hands” on their members as a symbol of their diocese’
unity. 

[1] Marion J. Hatchett, Commentary on the American Prayer Book, p. 253-254.

To this day, confirmation is the norm of all adults in the Episcopal Church. Being a sacrament, it is “an
outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace;” in it, we believe that God the Holy Spirit 
increases and sharpens the Christian’s spiritual gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, godliness, and holy awe.

In response to our growth in the past few years, we will offer two Confirmation classes this year: one
in the fall in preparation for Bishop Bauerschmidt’s visitation in late January and one in the spring in
preparation for Whitsunday in late May 2023. In the spring, a special series of classes for Youth will 
run parallel to, but separate from, the adult classes.
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Each class has six sessions, each of which focuses on the history, theology, worship, ministries, and 
activities of St. Peter’s and the Episcopal Church. These classes are also for those who wish to be 
Received into the Episcopal Church (that is, those who were confirmed by a bishop in a different 
tradition but want to be a part of the Episcopal tradition) and to those whom, because of a 
revitalization of their spiritual life, want to renew their Baptismal Vows. Finally, these classes are 
also open to those who simply have questions about how and why we do what we do.

Classes begin Sunday, October 16 after the 11:00 AM service. Those who wish to join are 
encouraged to register with the form in this newsletter. Our Parish Life committee will prepare 
lunch, and we ask that each person help offset the cost with a donation of $30 for all six meals. 
Information about any text we will use will be sent shortly.

Pray for our Confirmands. Pray for our congregation. Pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In the
words of the 9th century hymn "Veni Creator Spiritus:"

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
and lighten with celestial fire;
thou the anointing Spirit art,
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Thy blessed unction from above
is comfort, life, and fire of love;
enable with perpetual light
the dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soiled face
with the abundance of thy grace,
keep far our foes, give peace at home;
where thou art guide no ill can come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son,
and thee, of both, to be but One;
that through the ages all along
this may be our endless song.
Praise to thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Chris Bowhay+
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Click here to download the document 

https://39074487-6804-4346-8c59-9872ed8d6b20.usrfiles.com/ugd/390744_0db01d187fe3452c8c93939a706d24d3.pdf
https://39074487-6804-4346-8c59-9872ed8d6b20.usrfiles.com/ugd/390744_0db01d187fe3452c8c93939a706d24d3.pdf


Men's
Fellowship

 
 

The Men’s Fellowship 
meets Thursday, October 
6th, in the Parish Hall at 
5:00 PM. Our meal will be 
blessed at 6:00 PM. Join us 

for great food and 
fellowship. All men are 

welcome. Bring your 
appetite! 
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Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 2nd, at 5:00 PM we will gather in front
of the church for our annual Blessing of the Animals. 
Please have pets on a leash or in their cages and join us for
this fun event. This date is significant because it is the 
Sunday before the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, who is the 
patron saint of animals.
 

Grant from the Maury County Historical Society
Last month, St. Peter's was awarded a generous grant from 
the Maury County Historical Society! This grant money is 
earmarked for projects related to interior painting and 
cleaning of our sanctuary. In the award letter, the Society 
noted their appreciation of our ongoing preservation of St. 
Peter's as one of Maury County's most historic churches. 
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Stewardship Campaign
With grateful hearts, O Lord, we give back to You.
The stewardship committee has a goal of 100% participation 
in this year’s campaign, and we are making progress! St. 
Peter’s has received 74 pledges thus far. Thank you to 
everyone who has pledged!

If you have not yet pledged, please prayerfully consider 
turning in your pledge card soon. With everyone’s support, St.
Peter’s can continue to fulfill its mission of serving Christ and 
our community in 2023.  
https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/stewardship-2023

Center of Hope Fundraiser 
Join the Center of Hope for their annual fundraiser, 
Boo Bash! The event is Saturday, October 22 from 
6:30-11:00pm at the Memorial Building in downtown 
Columbia. Come dressed in your best costume and 
participate in the auction. 

The Center of Hope provides advocacy, therapeutic 
counseling, and residential services to victims of 
domestic abuse, sexual violence, stalking, and human
trafficking in Maury County. 

To purchase tickets, please visit 
www.tickettailor.com/events/centerofhope/734245

https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/stewardship-2023
http://www.tickettailor.com/events/centerofhope/734245
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People's Table - Thank You from Joanne Belcher
I want to thank all those who helped with the People's Table at First United Methodist Church
each of the first four Fridays in September. I'm deeply grateful for everyone's assistance in 
providing the food, preparing and serving it, and the clean-up afterwards. St. Peter's always 
has a great group of volunteers. We served 522 plates total in September. If we had any food
left afterwards, we took it to Place of Hope on James Campbell Blvd. 

St. Peter's could not do this valuable service to the community without all the volunteers each
week and the financial assistance to purchase the food provided by the donations of the 
parishioners of St. Peter's to the People's Table account. The next time St. Peter's serves will 
be the first four Fridays in January 2023.

Pictoral Directory Update
The photo shoot for our upcoming St. Peter's directory was a huge success! However, we 
know many people and families were not represented. Even if you were unable to participate
in the photo session, you are still very much a part of the church family. To ensure you're 
included in the upcoming directory, you may send a recent photo to Peggy Harmon. Please 
make sure the photo is clear and that you list the names of all family members as you wish 
for them to appear. All newcomers are invited to send in photos, too! 

To submit, send your photo to Peggy at 931-619-2197 or harmon9116@yahoo.com. If you are
unable to submit this way or have questions, please let Peggy know and someone will be 
happy to help you. 

mailto:harmon9116@yahoo.com
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Low Anthropology Book Tour
We loved having David Zahl here last month to discuss his latest 

book, Low Anthropology. The evening was full of lively and 
thoughtful conversation. Thank you to Duck River Books for

partnering with us for this event!

This year's Trunk or Treat is scheduled for Saturday, October 29th. Bring 
the family out in costume and join us for fun, games, and prizes! Car set-up
begins at 2:00pm, and the event is from 3-6pm. If you would like to host a 
trunk, please reach out to Jane Rodriguez-Keeton by calling, texting, or 
emailing at (931) 619-1315 or jrodtiger24@yahoo.com. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Children's Parade of Saints
Sunday, October 30th, at the 9:15 service will be our annual All Saints parade! We love 
seeing our youth dressed up as their favorite saints. In order to prepare for this event, 
please contact Sarah Robert at (910) 495-6863 to sign up your child and let her know which 
saint you would like to choose. Here is a sample of the saints we've used in the past:

Saint Andrew: Patron saint of fishermen 
Saint Cecelia: Patron saint of musicians 
Saint Christopher: Patron saint of travelers 
Saint Dorothy: Patron saint of gardeners 
Saint Frances: Patron saint of animals 
Saint Joseph: Patron saint of carpenters

Saint Lucia: Patron saint of light 
Saint Luke: Patron saint of physicians 
Saint Mary Magdalene: Patron saint of mothers 
Saint Martha: Patron saint of warriors 
Saint Patrick: Patron saint of Ireland
Saint Peter: Patron saint of churches 
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VESTRY
OCTOBER 2022

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
Gail Lewis, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk

John Olson 
Louis Davis 
Travis Groth 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 

Tom Brewer 
John Finney 

Dave Glowacki 
Peggy Harmon 

 Mark Sells 
Ginger Moon 
Carol Baker 

Jennifer Ballard 

St. Peter's 
2022 Vestry Members 

Heard various reports about finances, projects around our campus, upcoming events, 
and congregational life and growth.
Approved the hiring of Faye Head as Director of Pastoral Care and Peter Moon as 
Director of Broadcasting for a small, weekly stipend.
Approved the funding for Kristin Wrather as Director of Communications for the 
remainder of 2022.
Approved Outreach Committee’s requests that $1,000 be given to Columbia Care from 
the Hales’ Fund and $1,000 to the Family Center from the Outreach Budget.
Heard a proposal from the Rector to hire two administrative positions (a receptionist and
a special projects and staff oversight position), and considered several possible sources 
of funding.

Summary of St. Peter's Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, September 27
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Financial Summary for August 2022
 

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of August 
2022. We will receive the September Financial Report at our Vestry meeting in October. This 
summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those 
who would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always
posted.

It is important to remember that church revenues are always lower in the summer months. 
September through December usually show much higher revenues. Thank you for your gifts to God
through your gifts to St. Peter’s. 

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

If you have any questions, please call St. Peter’s or send an email to office@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Chris Bowhay+

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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October 2022 Lay Schedule
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October 2022 Calendar



e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church


